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laden in semblance only with tea, but in truth with fetters
which had been forged for them in England!

Notwithstanding the excitement produced by such ex-
aggerations, the Colonists generally speaking did not over-
step the bounds of law. In most places the consignees
were so far wrought upon by terror or by shame as to
renounce their functions, and enter into a public engage-
ment to send back the cargoes without landing. At
Charleston the inhabitants allowed the chests of tea to he
brought on shore, but insisted that they should be with-
held from sale and stored in cellars, where at last they
perished from' damp. Such measures, though certainly
sufficient for their object, were much too tame and mo-
derate for the prevailing taste at Boston. Three ships
freighted with tea having arrived at that port, the cap-
tains observing the state of the public feeling were not
only willing but anxious to depart with their cargoes.
But since they had already entangled themselves with
some technical forms of entry, there were difficulties in
the way of their return ; difficulties in obtaining either a
clearance from the Custom House, or a permit from Castlo
William. Concession on these points was, perhaps un-
wiseiv, declined by the Governor, while the compromise
adopted elsewhere of allowing, the Teas to be landed and
placed in store was indignantly rejected by the people.
A shorter and simpler expedient was preferred. On the
evening of the 16th of December 1773 a great number
of persons disguised and painted as Mohawk Indians *
boarded the tea-ships, broke ojpen the chests, and flung
the contents into the sea, to the value it was computed of
18,000/. After this feat they quietly dispersed, neither
inflicting nor yet suffering any other injury. Yet cer-
tainly no slight degree of rancorous spirit was rife among
the people. Mr. John Adams, who was upon the spot,
has noted in his Private Diary : " Many persons wish
" that as many dead carcases were floating in the har-
" bour as there are chests of tea." f

* The readers of the Spectator (now I believe many fewer than
there used to be) will recollect the midnight orgies in the streets of
London of another race of Mohawks. (No. 324. and 347., March 12.
and April 8. 1712;)

f Works, vol. ii. p. 323. ed. 1850.